CARRYING OUT OF THE DECREES 141
the reign of Henry III is there mention of the over-stepping
of the canonical time limit in regard to elections to
bishoprics. In 1240 the Prior and convent of Winchester,
not having proceeded to an election in due time, petitioned
the Pope to restore to them the right of election; which
was done.1 In 1248 a papal mandate was addressed to
the Bishops of Glasgow and Dumblane ordering them to
see that the Canons of Argyll made an election within
a given time to the see which had been vacant for seven
years, and if the canons still proved negligent they were to
appoint a bishop themselves.2 Cases in religious houses
were equally rare though occasionally there is mention of
the right of appointment lapsing to the bishop for this
reason.3
The fact that elections were speedily held did not, how-
ever, prevent vacancies of varying length from occurring.
These were usually due to the quashing of candidates
presented by the chapter. The electors did not always
lose their rights if an election was quashed because of un-
suitability. Vacancies occurred at Canterbury 1231-4;
Winchester 1238-44 and 1260-2; at Lichfield 1235-40
and 1241-5; Norwich 1236-9; Rochester 1235-8; and
Durham 1226-8 and 1237-41 ; but in every case, except
Winchester, election had been made immediately but con-
firmation was delayed owing to objections raised by the
King, the Archbishop, or by some of the electors. The
speed with which elections were held is a notable improve-
ment on the long vacancies of John's reign, even if the
reason was probably as much a fear of the wasting of the
temporalities of the see by the king as a desire to comply
with the wish of the Pope expressed in the Lateran
Council.
The abuse which unfortunately prevented the observance
of these decrees of the Lateran Council from having the
salutary effect which was intended was the impossibility
of enforcing the Decree concerning secular interference,
owing to the fact that the king's consent had to be obtained
1  Col. Papal Letters, i. 185, 3 Id. June 1^40, and p. 199, 15 Kal. Oct. 1243,
2  Ibid., 251, 10 Kal. Jan. 1248.
3  Reg. Walter Bronescombe, p. 265 : appointment of Abbot of Tavistock.